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IRRESPONSIBLE parents
have been sent a wake-up call
by police and community
leaders and told to take con-
trol of their children.

The backlash comes as
groups of unsupervised child-
ren cause havoc on the streets
of @Queensland's towns and
cities. Premier Peter Beatlie
haz pointed the finger [irmly
al parents and called on them
to impose curfews on their
wayward kids.

Police Commissioner Jim
O'Sullivan said police were
tired of acting like baby-sitters
when they could be fighting
crime.

An investigation by The
Sunday Mail in south-east and
north Queensland revealed
scores of young teens on the
streets until the early hours of
the morning.
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teans take to the streets

LOOSE: Late-night

Police
get a
move on

SINCE April, police
have had the power Lo
order people — children
or adults — to move on
from cerlain public
places if they are
causing a disturbance.

If neecssary, they
can arrest those who
refuse to “move on’,
although police =say it
rarely comes to that.

Police take the
names and addresses
of the people they
order to move on and, if
they refuse, they can
be arrcsted for
obstructing police.

Acting Del Sgt Dave
Farley, of the City's
Juvenile Aid Burean,
zaid mosl people were
willing o co-operate.

He zaid it was rare
that people needed Lo
be detained.

Within the city,
Friday and Saturday
nights were busiest for
move-ons, With child-
ren as voung as eight
on the streets.

“Some nights, yes,
it's a big problem,” he
said.

“Kids get together
and someone gels in
there with the grog and
there's usnally fights
or whatever,' he said.

— KARA LAWRENCE










