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Sunday Mail

$1250 truant fine for parents
by Rachel Hancock
QSauy0t

BARENTS of truant children face fines of upto §1250 under proposed chariges to the Edieation Act

The

-lampdnwn aisn wm:lcl sge children who: rapeateﬂly failed to attend school without & valid reason front a

expenenced teacher outside the cmid's schoei a beha\floura| expen a-skilled Chlld suppon services
representative and anyone élae the Minister constdered nacessary.

The Minister: g, miay regine a parent or guardlan and a-child to appear before the panel. Parents who do net
cosoperite with ‘ensurihg ir-child's regular school attendance would be fined up'to $1250.

ose childran slip-outiof the syetem and thsir ewpar‘iumtles Jater dnilife are

dumiméﬁed." se-ifm ¢4 re-engage them into schaols it's going to be to-their banefit " Mr Buskby szid.

"Afine would-only come itto place if & parent refuses to hava any’ part in the process. itwould only be used-as 2
last resort”

Australia has.one of. the: Tighest tmanr:y ratés in the world, with 7 per cent'of ciilkdren playihg truarit-on-any one
day.

in SA faat year, 1566 studerits ware réfered to the department’s school atiendance counsellors.
of these. an esﬂﬁ:"ated 300 thay:be referred 10 the --p-rapased pa-ﬂ'e_'la_ for additional intervention.

Under an agreement with the Education Depanment, pohce have dnscret;onary pow&rs to talk and detain
students notin ¢lass during school hours.

o Australian Education {Union president Johin Gregory said fines and panels were punitive measures and just a
— small:part of the answer. '

T he most: ;mportant' terp:will
Aggenciad’ and.persoris o gelitr
said.

e appninfment of primary schoot counsellors who canfiise with'community
it Ghildren:to attend sehiool throtigh SuppoTt and encouragement ™ M. Gregory

-SA Assogiation of: State Schook @rgamsatmms Bxiequtive director Malk' Wooldcoit: sald the association supported
the moves.
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