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Office of the Premier
and Minister for Trade

Plaase quote: MCU
12 August 2003

Ms J Strohfeldt
President

P.LEAS.E.

PO Box 2899
BUNDABERG Q 4670

Dear Ms Strohfeldt

Thank you for your letter dated 20 May 2003 concemning the need for the govermment to better
protect runaway children who are at risk of abuse. | have been requested to reply to vou on the
Premier's behalf.

The Premier referred a copy of your letter to the Honourable Rod Welford MP, Attorney-General
and Minister for Justice; the Honourable Judy Spence MP, Minister for Families and Minister for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Policy and Minister for Disability Services and Minister for
Seniors and the Honourable Tony McGrady MP, Minister for Police and Corrective Services and
Minister Assisting the Premier on the Carpentaria Minerals Province for their consideration and
advice in relation to the issues you have raised.

Firstly, | would like to assure you that this Government takes the abuse of children very
seriously.

In February 2003, Parliament passed the Sexual Offences (Protection of Children) Amendment
Act 2003, which made a number of significant changes to the law including:

e an incraase in the penalty for the offence of indecent dealing with a child, from 10 to 14
years (for a child under 16), and from 14 to 20 years (for a child under 12};

* the empowerment of community corrections boards to inform police on the release of
child sex offenders and to require them to report to police while under supervision; and

* the provision of courts tc order a child sex offender to repart to police for a specified time
{section 19 Criminal Law Amendment Act 1945) where the court considers there is a risk
that the offender may re-offend.
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In your letter, you express concern about sex offenders who prey on gullible teenagers.
Statistics reveal that a great percentage of sex offenders sentenced to imprisonment (with no
suspension) refuse to participate in the sexual offender treatment program. Such priscners are
denied early release and are released at their full time discharge date. Such prisoners present a
significant danger to the community after their discharge from custody because of their high
propensity to re-offend and the serious consequences of their offending.

In response, this Government has recently introduced the Dangerous Prisoners (Sexual
Offenders) Act 2003. The Act provides for the preventive detention of sex offenders who, in the
opinion of the court, pose a serious danger to the community if released at their sentence expiry
date. The court is empowered with the discretion to order that such prisoners be detained
indefinitely, or released conditionally and subject to supervision.

The Dangerous Prisoners {Sexual Offenders) Act 2003 will address the previously existing gap
in the law when it comes to the protection of the community and particularly children from
dangerous sexual offenders.

In your letter you expressed concerns for children who run away from home and their need for a
safe place. In 2002-03, the Department of Families allocated $16,591,815 under the Supported
Accommodation Assistance Program to fund 70 accommodation and support services for
homeless young people between 16 and 25 years. These services are located across the State
and range from youth shelters to outreach and referral services. These accommodation
services meet young homeless people’s immediate need for shelter and also offer a range of
support services to assist young people to returmn to their families if possible or, if this is not a
viable option, to live independently.

However, the Department of Families is committed to better prevention and early intervention

with children, young people and their families so that fewer of Queensland’s young people will
become homeless and need the support of crisis services. A component of the Govermment's
"Queensland Families: Future Directions” investment has funded 31 non-government services
over $10.5M to conduct prevention and early intervention focused trials.

Several of the trials are working with young people at risk of entering or having further
involvement with the child protection or youth justice statutory system. These young people may
also be at risk of leaving home or becoming homeless. Two trials are targeting young women
who are pregnant or parenting and who may be homeless or at risk of homelessness.









