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Simple rules lead
to child runaways

1 HEFER to Michael Buscombe's letter
(April 18) inrelation to the PLEASE lob-
by group.

Tran away from home when T was 14-
vears-old because [ couldn't get my awn
way ona number of issues, including not
being able to do drugs in the house, not
being able to arrive home at any hour,
shower, have a feed and go again, not be-
ingallowed to see my boyfriend who did
drugsand was wanted by police, and sev-
eralother things.

At the time, I thought that my mum
was being totally unreasonable by notal-
lowing me todo these t.hmgs.

Iran away soas | eould do just what 1
wanted to do and net have to abids by
someone's rules, not becauss T needed
freedom. Wi

Athome [Thad the freedom to do all the
things a 14-year-old wonldusually do. but
Twanted to do more.

Al the time, there was nothing anyone
cotld do to make me go back home.

Not because at home [ used to get beat-
en or abused in any way, but simply be-
cause [ wasn't prepared to abide by what
seen now Lo be simple rules,

There was no other reason apart from
that why [ ran away. It is this same rea-
son moat kids at thatags run away,

If a child is being beaten at home and
consequently runs away to get away
from the situation, then the police will
interfore, take the child to a suitable en-
vironment and the parents, or whoever
is beating the child, will have to suffer
the full force of the law.

They will always jumpat the chance to
helpachild.
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But if a child runs away and there has
been no abuse at home, then there is
nothing the parents can do to get their

child back home anﬂthemhce can'thelp

either. All because of the laws.

1f the child decides to zo anid make up
some ridiculous story about how they
were suppesedly “atmised” at home and
had no choice but to run away, then the
government will give them support.

The child then deeides they like this
lifestyle and know whenever they want
they can go back home to their parents
who have been worried sick about them
and will greet them withopen arms..

Children should not be given the op-
partunity in the first place to go and
make up some ridiculous story.

Mr Buscombe may know what it feels
like io lose a child, but does he know
what it feels like to wantachildtobeina
safe enviremnent but know you are un-
able to help them becatse of stupid Jaws,

As I said, most kids I know who have
runaway were not subjected to abuse at
home, so the only abuse they suffered
was self-inflicted and cannol be com-
pared toanything.

In most eases, the only abuse inthese
homes is theabuse kids subject their par-
ents to, as1did to my mother.

1t is inevitable parents are going o
have disputes with their children.

If the disputes lead to the child run-
ning away, the parent has no one to turn
‘bt}fursuppprt becauseof the laws.

‘When Iran away, my mum knew I was
taking drugs and [ was abusing myself.

Shedidn't want tohave to see me doing
that to myself, but the only thing she
could do was to call the police and list me
asamissing person.

I am now 15-years-old and even 1 be-
lieve the laws need changing,

I youlove something, give it the free-
dom it needs to live in life, not the free-
dom to abuse itself and everyone else
who loves and sares for it ¥ )
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