I]I:-E:Iimﬂ

FRIDAY COcober 10, 2003

5

Trying to
help kids

THERE are many parents wh
do hot know what theirchildren
aredoing after dark.

Every day mums and dads
acrass Aunstralia do not know
where their children are or if
theyv are dead or alive.

During the past five vears our
group has spoken with many
parents whose children are
roaming the streets and doing
what they please.

Thege are parents who would
dearly love lo have their chil
dren home and would do any-
thing to be ahble to be responsible
for thelr children.

Due to lexislation that does
not support this, parents ace
poweriess to do anything but sit
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by and watch and wait for that
phone call from the police.

Our kids are dying on the
streets and no one is doing any-
thing abont it,

If these parents tried to bring
their children home they conld
anrd wauld be charged with kid-
nap, assault and deprivation of
liberty., This happened to a
Cahoshure mother racently.

The sad fact of the matter is
even if these parents did know
where their kids were, there is
no way they would be able to
bring them home if the children
don'’t want to cormne.

Parents are trying to be re-
spansible for their children and
unfortunately government agen-
cies are not allowing this to
happen.

% makes it difficult when
these kids are given Centrelink
payments that only encourage
them to stay away (rom the fam-
il¥ home.

If your 14-year-old child ran
away from home, the first place
vou would go to is the pelice. Un-
fortunately the potice are unable
to help vou. The Department of
Families won't help you either.

S0 tell me, who will help
parents?

Premier Peter Beattie 13 really
goid at telling parents to be
responsible for their kids, but
when asked to help afamily with
aranaway the reply is “thers is
nothing we cando”.

He doesn't want to know
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about it.

our group does have some an-
swers and has worked hard dur-
ing the past five vears to get
some help for parents and
families.

We have spent many hours
workine on a submission which
states what we feel are the prob-
lems, canzes and solutions,

We have met with Families
Minister Judy Spence, the
Denartmetn of Families Director
General Frank Peach, Police
Minister Tony McGrady and
Paolice  Commissioner Bob
Atkinson.

We will continue to dedicate
long hours to these families.

Many heart-breaking tele
phone calls are received from
parents desperate to get their
children away from the danger-
ous situations they contlnue to
put themselves in.

We do care and ¢all for the
communlty tn suppart our
cause, It is worthwhile as the
kids we are trying to save are
our future and they are worth
saving.

KAREN GOULD
PLEABE secrotary
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EACH letter should include the
anthor's name, address and a
daytime telephone number for
verification.



